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Your Rights, if Detained

Constitutional rights apply to Everyone,
regardless of status.
Right to remain silent (5th Amendment). You
don’t have to answer any questions.
Right to a lawyer; seek immediately. Ask for
pro bono or low-cost legal services.
Right to meaningful communication, even if
you don’t speak English; Request interpreter
or translated documents. Ask for “I Speak”
card to show your language.
Right to practice your religion.
DON’T sign anything without legal advice; it
may waive rights and get you deported.
DON’T force yourself to speak English if you
don’t understand what is asked.
DO Ask for medical attention if needed.
DO Note if they break rules (date, time, badge
number)
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Who Can / Cannot Enforce Immigration Law 
(Ask for immigration information or papers)

NOT State or Local Police (Highway patrol, etc)
Only ICE (Immigration officers, agents), CBP,
or a Federal Agent
If not sure, ask if they are from ICE or CBP
They cannot enter non-public areas without
judge-signed warrant

 If you witness ICE activity or need emergency legal
assistance, contact the Rapid Response Network
nearest to you.
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California Rapid Response Network for
Immigration Enforcement Crisis

Los Angeles, San Diego, and Southern California 

Los Angeles Raids & Rapid Response: (888) 624-

4752​​​​​​

Boyle Heights Immigrant Rights (Boyle Heights,

East L.A., Lincoln Heights, Commerce,

Montebello, El Sereno, City Terrace, Vernon):

(323) 805-1049 ; (323) 922-5644

Immigrant Defenders Law Center Legal

Resource Hotline (LA, Orange, San Bernardino,

Riverside, San Diego, Imperial counties) [M-F,

9am-4pm]: (213) 833-8283  

Inland Coalition For Immigrant Justice (San

Bernardino & Riverside Counties): (909) 361-

4588
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California Rapid Response Network for
Immigration Enforcement Crisis

ÓRALE (City of Long Beach): (562) 245-9575

Long Beach Community Defense: (562) 269-

1083

Orange County: (714) 881-1558

Koreatown : (323) 894-1504

805 Immigrant Rapid Response (Santa Barbara,

Ventura, San Luis Obispo Counties): (805) 870-

8855 

VC Defensa (Ventura County): (805) 296-1119

Immigration Legal Service Coalition of San

Diego (M-F 9am-6pm): (858) 751-7553

San Diego: (619) 536-0823
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California Rapid Response Network for

Immigration Enforcement Crisis

Bay Area, Northern and Central California

Alameda County Immigration Legal & Education

Partnership (ACILEP): (510) 241-4011

Contra Costa (Stand Together): (925) 900-5151 

Marin: (415) 991-4545

West Marin: (415) 755-3622

North Bay (Sonoma, Napa & Solano Counties):

(707) 800-4544

San Francisco: (415) 200-1548

San Mateo County: (203) 666-4472

Santa Clara County: (408) 290-1144

Centro del Pueblo (Humboldt County): (707) 200-

8091

Humboldt County: (707) 282-5226
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California Rapid Response Network for
Immigration Enforcement Crisis

Sacramento: (916) 245-6773

Kern County: (661) 432-2230

Mendocino County: (707) 621-8220

Monterey County: (831) 643-5225

Monterey & San Benito County: (831) 204-8082

Sacramento [NorCal Resist] (Alpine, Amador,

Butte, Calaveras, Colusa, Del Norte, El Dorado,

Glenn, Lake, Lassen, Modoc, Mono, Nevada,

Placer, Plumas, Sacramento, Shasta, Sierra,

Siskiyou, Sutter, Tehama, Trinity, Tuolumne,

Yolo, and Yuba Counties): (916) 382-0256

Santa Cruz County & Pajaro Valley: (831) 239-4289

Valley Watch (Fresno, San Joaquin, Merced,

Stanislaus, and Kern Counties): (559) 206-0151
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Documents & Items to Carry With You  
(Essentials / Common Items)

Always carry copies of these documents (not
originals, unless specified):

Proof of legal right to stay in US:
Passport
Visa
I-94
Un-expired green card (original)
Work permit (EAD)
Asylum papers
Birth certificate

Emergency contacts (lawyer, family/friends)
Phone with charged battery; but DON’T show
your phone to officers to show document
copies – it could be used as your consent to
search the phone
Cash for emergencies

9



Special Cases - What to Carry

Citizens
Not required to carry proof
Clearly state you are a U.S. Citizen, ask if
you are free to leave
May choose to carry copy of Naturalization
or US Birth Certificate

Undocumented
DON’T carry foreign passport
Memorize trusted friends and lawyers’
contacts + carry Red Card

 DACA
Unexpired work permit (EAD) +  valid I-797
DACA approval notice (or proof of pending
renewal) + I-94
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Special Cases - What to Carry contd...

Green Card (GC) Holders
Original Green Card
Also I-797 receipt, if GC Expired

Non-Immigrants
I-94 + copy of Visa page from passport
For Pending status change: 

Approved I-797 or I-797 receipt + valid
work permit (if applicable) 

For Visa Waiver entry: 
Print of “Authorization Approved”
screen on the Electronic System for
Travel Authorization (ESTA) website 

DON’T carry foreign passport
unnecessarily
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What to Do If Officials Confront You Anywhere
(Common Rules)

1.DON’T panic, DON’T run
2.DON’T answer any questions 

a.Your birth, US entry, or  immigration-
related or show any ID without warrant

b.Say, “I choose to remain silent. I want a
lawyer.”

3.DO Refuse searches without a warrant or
consent

a.They are allowed do a “pat down” if they
suspect a weapon

4.DON’T lie, DON’T show any fake papers
5.DON’T sign any document

a.Ask for a lawyer before signing - your own
lawyer or their pro bono attorneys list

b.If you choose to sign, ensure you
understand it completely
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Special cases

If Pulled Over in a Car or Stopped at a 
Public Place

1.Ask: “Am I being detained? Am I free to
leave?” 

a.If not being detained, calmly leave
b.If being detained, say: “I choose to remain

silent. I want a lawyer.”
2.Drivers: Show only driver’s license, not

immigration documents
3.Passengers: No ID or immigration proof

required
4.ICE is allowed to do a “pat down” or ask you to

get out of the car for “officer safety”, but
cannot search belongings inside the car
without warrant or consent.
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Special cases

If ICE / CBP Visits Your Home or Work

1.DON’T open the door:
a.Ask: “Do you have a valid warrant?”

i.with your name +address
ii.signed by a judge (NOT by ICE Officer

or Immigration Officer)
2.DO ask them to slide the warrant under the

door or hold it to a window. DO Photograph if
safe.

3.Employer can refuse their entry without a
valid warrant
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“Quick Pick-Up” List for Emergencies

Phone (do not show contents to officers)
Lawyer contact
ID / immigration documents
Cash
Essential Medicines

Additional Tips
DON’T show photos of original documents on
your phone — may be interpreted as your
consent to search.
Take Note of violations if possible: badge
numbers, dates, times; give info to lawyer or
immigrant rights organization.
Memorize at least 3 emergency contacts; have
a card with numbers if possible.
DON’T lose original documents.
Print I-94 from :
https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/search/recent-search
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Emergency Information
Lawyer:____________________________________________
Emergency Contact:_______________________________
____________________________________________________
Allergies: __________________________________________
Medications:_______________________________________
____________________________________________________
Blood Group: ______________________________________
Medical Conditions: _______________________________
____________________________________________________

Disclaimer: This booklet is for informational
purposes and does not replace legal advice.

Remember the Common Rules
DO - Remain silent, Remain calm, Ask for lawyer 

DON’T - run, panic, fake, sign without advice


